
About the Project 
 

Background 
 

In 2006, the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments 
(OKI), in cooperation with the Ohio Department of Transportation 
(ODOT), the City of Cincinnati, the Uptown Consortium, SORTA, and 
numerous community organizations, completed the Uptown Study, a 
comprehensive look at transportation needs throughout Uptown.  As 
part of an overall transportation strategy, this study included a 
recommendation for consideration of improved access to and from I-71 
near Martin Luther King Drive, Taft Road, and McMillan Street.  The 
current I-71 Uptown Access Study seeks to build upon the previous 
study by considering the I-71 access issue in detail.    
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Public Input Process 
 

Since the current study kicked off in 2009, the project team has 
regularly met with community representatives and attended the nearby 
Community Council meetings to answer questions and provide updates 
on the progress of the study.  Additionally, a project website was 
created to provide information about the study and list upcoming 
meetings.  A public open house was held in January 2010 to gather 
public input on the study.  Now, we need your feedback on the 
alternatives that have been developed.  The project team is holding 
two public open houses where you can provide your comments.  
Additionally, we continue to attend Community Council meetings and 
provide general updates on the project website.   

 

Purpose and Goals 
 

The major goals of the project, as identified in the previous study, are: 
¶ reduce travel times; 
¶ simplify wayfinding; and 
¶ promote economic vitality within the Uptown area and neighboring communities. 

 

In addition, the project will improve safety as a result of updating the design to modern standards, 
reducing conflicting traffic on I-71, and reducing congestion on the adjacent surface streets.  The 
project will coordinate with local plans regarding rail, public transit, community development and 
environmental restoration.  
 


