
Welcome!  

The purpose of this open house is to seek your feedback on the I-71 Uptown Access alternatives.  Your 

opinions are important in determining the eventual Preferred Alternative for the study.  This handout 

provides information on the background of the project, the purpose and goals, the current alternatives under 

consideration, the public input process, and a general schedule.   

 

Background  

In 2006, the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI), in cooperation with the Ohio 

Department of Transportation (ODOT), the City of Cincinnati, the Uptown Consortium, SORTA, and 

numerous community organizations, completed the Uptown Study, a comprehensive look at transportation 

needs throughout Uptown.  As part of an overall transportation strategy, this study included a 

recommendation for consideration of 

improved access to and from I-71 near 

Martin Luther King Drive, Taft Road and 

McMillan Street.  The current Study seeks to 
build upon the prior recommendation by 

considering the I-71 access issue in detail 

and improving it with an added interchange 

at Martin Luther King Drive.  

 

Project Purpose and Goals  

The major goals of the project, as identified 

in the previous study, are to: 

 

¶ reduce travel times, 

¶ simplify wayfinding, and 

¶ promote economic vitality within the 

Uptown area and surrounding 

neighborhoods. 

 

In addition, the project will improve safety as 

a result of updating the design to modern 

standards, reducing conflicting traffic on I-71, 

and reducing congestion on the adjacent 

surface streets.  The project will coordinate 

with local plans regarding rail, public transit, 

community development and environmental 

restoration.  

 

Location  

The focus area for the potential interchange 

includes portions of the neighborhoods of 

Avondale, Evanston, Mt. Auburn, and 

Walnut Hills.    
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