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• Registration

• Introductions

• Presentation - Overview/Existing Conditions

• Input Sessions
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• Background
– Uptown Study (OKI) was overall study of 

transportation in Uptown
– Part B focused on access to and from I-71
– Recommended improved access

• Purpose and Need
– Reduce travel times
– Improve wayfinding
– Enhance economic development
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• Project study area is 
more than just 
“Uptown”

• Includes 
neighborhoods 
affected by or 
benefitting from 
improved I-71 
access
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• Alternatives - three broad categories

– New interchange at Martin Luther King Drive

– Improved interchange at Taft/McMillan to add I-71 
access to/from the south

– “System” alternative – a combination of the above
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• Advisory Committee Meeting – January 19th

• Public Open House – January 27th

– 86 attendees

• Website survey

• 150 comments as of February 26th

• Input on evaluation criteria
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Top Issues

• Traffic Flow (62% of respondents)

• Opportunities for new development (62%)

• Impact on existing businesses (53%)

• Impacts on private property (45%)

• Impacts on historic or cultural properties (44%)

• Impacts on or improvements to transit (43%)
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• Development of alternative interchange designs

• Comparison of alternatives
– Project purpose
– Social and community impacts and benefits
– Environmental impacts
– Economic impacts and benefits

• Present to public and seek comments
– tentatively planned for Summer 2010
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• Land Use comparison of alternatives
– Are the opportunities and impacts different for the 

alternatives being considered?

• “Input” to the fiscal impact assessment
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• Leverage transportation investment for 
community benefit
– Promote economic development
– Increase the tax base of the City
– Increase the vibrancy and vitality of neighborhoods

• Transportation project as catalyst
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• Interchanges and economic development
– Direct impact: right-of-way that is no longer needed
– Indirect impact: traffic patterns and connectivity 

• Other potential transportation investments
– Dedicated transit alignment identified for this area 

(light rail or busway)
– Streetcar connection to downtown in early study 

phase
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Commercial corridors along historic streetcar lines



DeSales Corner:  Signs of improvement  



Proposed adaptive reuse of the Vernon Manor shows  
continued demand for office space.





McMillan and Taft are not pedestrian friendly.
Wayfinding is complicated



Peebles Corner business district



Industrial areas originally served by CL&N Railroad
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Isolated pockets







MLK Drive bridge interrupts street grid
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South of McMillan, between I-71 and Gilbert





Pockets of infill



Areas near interstate that lack connections



Underutilized areas near MLK and 71



Columbia School site at MLK and Harvey sits undeveloped 
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• Are the proposed study areas the right ones?
• What existing areas should be preserved and 

strengthened?
• What changes would you like to see?

– Residential

– Green space

– Commercial

– Office, Institutional

– Mixed use

– Industrial

• Are your suggestions different if access is at Martin 
Luther King or at Taft/McMillan?
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